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VINOUS REPORTS FROM 59° 21′ 0″ N, 18° 4′ 0″ E

MISE EN BOUTEILLE - A WINE BLOG

HOME MAD ABOUT MADEIRA PASSION FOR PORTUGAL ABOUT ME

Wednesday, September 15, 2010

Haskell Vineyards - A rising star in Stellenbosch, Part
III

Have you followed my posts on Haskell Vineyards and Dombeya Wines? If not;
please do! Even better; taste the wines! Rianie Strydom has proven her skills in
creating excellent wines at reasonable prices and today I was given the chance to check
out the premium wines signed Rianie. And meet her in person! 

Rianie is such an easy person to talk to; non-coquettish, comprehensive (you know what
I mean Rianie!) and humble. It's like I've met her before. Rianie gives me a tasting of
the wines I haven't had the opportunity to sample yet; the award winning 2007 Pillars
Syrah, the 2007 Aeon Syrah and the new project - the Bordeaux blend 2007 Haskell
IV. 
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Before checking out my tasting notes on the wines please note these are all limited
production wines at the moment. Don't let this discourage your attempts in finding a
bottle - it's simply worth the struggle!

Tasting note on the 2007 Haskell Vineyards Pillars Syrah

Finally I get to taste the acclaimed Pillars! 2007 is Rianie's debut and the Syrah from a
vineyard around 200 meters above sea level is only planted in 2002. That obviously, is
worth keeping in mind when talking about old vines versus young. For a closer look on
the terroir details visit the website. 

Dark red color. Restrained bouquet with notes of cherries, currant, a lovely violet scent,
pepper, meat and careful oak treatment. There's plenty of stuffing on the nose just
waiting to explode. Although it indicates it's ready for consumption the taste indicates
another thing. Sure, the tannins are velvety but at the same time compact. The fruitiness
is classy and both restrained and seductive at the same time. Violets, cherries, a touch
of raspberries, pepper, bayleafs, humus and toasted oak. Great concentration although
elegance is the wine's trademark. Awesome length with pure seductive fruit. Perhaps it
is good I don't have any bottles of this one? I would have popped it way too early! Ten
years is probably no match for the Pillars. (94 points)

Tasting note on the 2007 Aeon Syrah
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Upplagd av Niklas Jörgensen kl. 12:09 AM 4 kommentarer 
Länkar till det här inlägget 

More clay in the soil here and hence another style of wine compared to the Pillars. Also,
Rianie adds 5% Mourvedre to the Aeon. More new oak is also used, 65%, but still, it's
not a wine dominated by the barriques - not even at youth!

Darker red color. At first confusing, Rianie suspects bottle schock, but slowly it regains. I
would love to try a bottle in better condition to fully comment on the Aeon, but no doubt
there was a lot going on in this. Compact fruit, more dark berries to it, white pepper,
funkier nose but still with that fine violet scent, reminiscent of a Northern Rhone Syrah.
Less elegant than the Pillars, this has a more generous structure, rougher tannins but is
still a really good wine. Humus and blackberries on the palate, backed up by sweet
licorice, violets and pepper. Long finish. (92 points with reservation due to an bottle
schocked Aeon)

Tasting note on the 2007 Haskell IV

The IV is the latest addition to the Haskell portfolio and consists of classic Bordeaux
grapes. Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot was planted in 1999, Cabernet Franc 2001 and
the Petit Verdot in 2000. The topography varies from around 170 meters to 320 meters
above sea level. 10 barriques produced and please, do what you can to pick up a bottle
or two!

Dark red color. Good bye Bordeaux! Give me some more of this! Restrained but classic
Bordeaux nose with scents of blackcurrants, lead pencil, newly cut grass, leather, humus
and toasted oak. A great nose, still youthful, but with so many layers. Awesome tannin
structure backed up by ecqually impressive fruitiness and an acidity giving the wine the
necessary backbone. Blackcurrants, dark cherries, leather, grass and violets in the taste.
Careful oak treatment. Great 
finish. Love it! (93 points)

All three are wines with personality and although I do keep the Pillars as the best in
show it's hard to ask an old Bordeaux addict not to pick the Haskell IV as favorite! 

Will there be a part four? You bet! I will keep on watching Haskell with great interest and
oh, yes - of course there will be a next part. I have to visit!

Rianie rocks! 

All wines were made possible for me to try thanks to the Swedish importer; Kajsa
Wines. 

PS. The high solution quality pictures are shown with the friendly permission of Haskell
Vineyards. The crappy pictures of the wine bottles are shot by a true amateur in stress.
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Etiketter: Cabernet Franc, Dom Pérignon, Haskell Vineyards, South Africa, Stellenbosch,
Syrah

Wednesday, July 21, 2010

Haskell Vineyards - A rising star in Stellenbosch; Part
two

The Dombeya range from Haskell Vineyards are all modernly styled wines but with a
great respect for the cultivation site. Add the winemaker Rianie Strydom's European
touch to the wines and there you have it; Stellenbosch wines with lovely personality! 

Rianie's approach is both innovative to say the least - and curious. For the South African
skeptics, myself included, these wines are just one big "Yes, finally!". Away flew yet a
prejudice although I'm still a bit scared of the burnt scent issue. Maybe John Platter
can guide me in the future? I need to find more Dombeya's out there!

Tasting notes on the Dombeya Wines from Haskell Vineyards

2009 Dombeya Sauvignon Blanc

For the curious: 2009 in Stellenbosch gave, on an average basis, cooler temperatures
which suited Sauvignon Blanc. This wine consists of grapes from three different
vineyards of which one was Semillon. Handpicked early in the morning to preserve the
grape's flavor and then fermented at an average temperature below 15 C. Prior to
fermentation dry ice and Nitrogen sparging were used to protect the Sauvignon flavors
from aeration as much as possible. The Semillon part was fermented in old barrels and
kept on the lees until bottling in July. 

Tasting note: Light color, almost like water with a green hue, the wine shows a
restrained Sancerre like nose. Wet rocks, green notes, slightly floral, green apple peel
and just a hint of passion fruit. Fine palate with plenty of fruit and acidity, all in fine
balance. It's first in the taste you sense the Semillon - contributing with a slightly fatter
texture than a Sauvignon Blanc alone would be able to. Still restrained and mineral
driven with a quite long finish. I like it a lot and Rianie has definitely found her own style
in interpreting the grape. (88 points)
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2008 Dombeya Chardonnay

For the curious: A tough year for Chardonnay if you picked late resulting in the need of
monitoring the grapes for noble rot. The grapes picked at an earlier stage though gave
excellent acidity and were in very fine shape. Handpicked at four different times to
spread the flavors and then pressed as whole bunches. Out of the four, one batch
fermented naturally - most in barriques except a smaller part which fermented in
stainless steel. Ageing on 30% new oak for 10 months. Interesting to know is that 10%
of the 2009 vintage was blended into the wine before bottling. 

Tasting note: Light color. Gently oaked aromas, green apple, floral, lime peel, herbs and
wet rocks. A most elegant appearance almost resembling an oaked Chablis in style. High
and delicate acidity, firm and steely mineral. Green apples and a sweet grape fruite note
adds depth. Long finish. This one got me directly - what a fine wine and at a great price
as well! (90 points) 

2007 Dombeya Merlot

For the curious: This is the first release of a 100% Merlot and the second vintage of
harvesting the grape from vineyards Haskell manage themselves. A lot of effort is put in
the crop managment to open up the canopies in order to get the black cherry and plum
character in the Merlot. The vineyards are on north facing slopes which consist of rocky
clay of 10 - 15% - resulting in an excellent water retention ability. Supplementary
irrigation was used sparingly and on a needs basis during the growing season.

Handpicked at different times due to the diversity of the soil. Handsorted and then
fermented with two yeast cultures at 25-28 C with 3-4 pump-overs and punch downs
evenly spread from 06:00 to 22:00. Maceration time, including fermentation, was 11-15
days after the wine was pressed and allowed a partial malolactic in barrels and the
balance in stainless steel tanks. The wine was racked twice during the barrel maturation
time of 16 months. This wine has 30% new oak and the balance are 2nd and 3rd fill
barrels. 

Tasting note: Young, quite dark color. Plums, sweet licorice, herbs, slightly stalky, bitter
cherries, dusty summer road and just a hint of oak. Quite French actually! On the palate
it shows sweet plums, herbs, licorice and wet earth. Nicely balanced and the 14% is well
hidden. good finish. Classic Merlot. (89 points)

Alex Davis, who crafts wine
Porter Cree...
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2007 Dombeya Cabernet Sauvignon

For the curious: Just like the Merlot this is a single varietal wine from north facing
slopes. Planted in 1999 the 2007 is the second vintage they produce. Harvested at
different occasion but the majority of the Cabernet Sauvignon ripens in the first two
weeks of March. The treatment of the must when it comes to fermentation and
maceration, is almost identical with the Merlot and both wines are matured for 16
months in 30% new oak; the rest being second and third fills.

Tasting note: Dark red color. Classic Cabernet Sauvignon with scents of cedar, grass,
black currant and a floral note reminding me of violets. Very fine integrated oak. Would I
put this one in South Africa if tasted blind? Most likely not considering I wrote modern
Margaux style on the 2007! Mineral driven taste with abundant amounts of fruit,
excellent acidity and plenty of tannins. A slightly green note which shouldn't be read in a
negative way, fine black currant fruit, Faber Castell lead pencil and hay. Long finish
bearing the alcohol without any problems! Keeps on evolving during the hour I taste it.
Impressive and my favorite red! (90 points)

2007 Dombeya Boulder Road Shiraz

For the curious: A stellar vintage in Stellenbosch in style with the just as great
1997.Handpicked from three different vineyards. All three were vinified and kept
separately in order for Rianie to monitor their respective potential. In order to bring out
the flavors and structure from the growing sites, and to enhance the red fruit and pepper
flavors as well, Rianie went for Anchor 372 yeast.

The grapes were crushed and went directly for fermentation. Four pump-overs a day
followed by punch-downs. The grapes spent ten days on the skin. After pressing a part
of the wine received maturation on new oak, the rest on second or third fills. After the
malolactic procedure the wines were racked - followed by yet another one later on.
Before the bottling, 5% Mourvedre from the 2008 vintage was blended into the wine. The
soil in the three vineyards consists of minor amounts of clay complemented by sand and
coarse gravel. One of the blocks also consists of substantial amounts of rocks.

Tasting note: Dark as the night! Generous aromas of dark sweet plums, violets, cherries,
toasted oak (vanilla), wet earth and licorice. Although sending out signals that this is
one concentrated red, it still manages to balance on the elegant side. Packed with fruit,
this has enough stuffing to do well in the cellar for a couple of years. Lots of tannins, a
touch of sweetness, minerals, black cherries, violets, licorice and toasted oak (vanilla).
Long, extract filled finish. A bit stubborn today so give it a year or two - or several hours
in the decanter. Followers of the 2007 Chateauneuf-du-Pape vintage will probably like
this one! (91 points)
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Beyond the Bottle
The Hands of Harvest - Here's
a short video containing several
dozen photographs from last
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Willamette Valley...best viewed
in full-screen, HD
mode...enjo...
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Länkar till det här inlägget 

Etiketter: 88 p, 89 p, 90 p, 91 p, Dombeya Wines, Haskell Vineyards, Rianie Strydom,
South Africa, Stellenbosch, Wine importers

Where can i Buy the Dombeya Wines? My Swedish readers can order the 2008
Chardonnay, the 2007 Cabernet Sauvignon and the 2007 Boulder Road Shiraz
from Kajsa Wines. It will also be possible to get a bottle of the award winning 2007
Pillars Vineyard Shiraz. Miniscule amounts in though.

In UK the Dombeya wines can be purchased at Lea & Sandeman at very competitive
prices. You will also find the 2007 Haskell Vineyards AEON Syrah. To find out if the
wines are available in your country ask Grant Dodd at Dombeya's Twitter account or e-
mail him.

* First photograph shown with the friendly permission of Haskell Vineyards.

Kajsa Bergqvist imports to Sweden

Monday, July 19, 2010

Haskell Vineyards - A rising star in Stellenbosch

A former world champion athlete decides that now it's time; time to end a long and
successful career as a high-jumper. Nothing spectacular with that - what really raises
the eyebrows would rather be her next calling; wine importer and sommelier. You know,
the temptation writing this article and focusing on the athlete that converted to a wine
importer, were present from the very start ; a feeling growing even stronger when
finding out that one of the co-owners of the winery I am about to present, was a golf
pro for 12 years. But then, one should be judged by her or his skills finding the good
picks - or making good wine - not because of a former career.

Kajsa Bergqvist recently started Kajsa Wines in Sweden. Having been on several
training camps in South Africa it was only natural she developed a taste for the
Stellenbosch wines considering she more or less lived amongst the vines while training.
And that her first 'baby' ,as she calls it when we meet, would be a South African
producer is hence no surprise.

Haskell Vineyards in Stellenbsoch, and their brands Dombeya and Haskell, has lately
gained a lot of attention for its wines and their brilliant winemaker Rianie Strydom. I
came in contact with Haskell Vineyards and one of the co-owners Grant Dodd on
Twitter - what a great and easy way of communication that is by the way - when Grant
told me they recently signed with a Swedish importer. One thing led to the other and
shortly after I was invited by Kajsa to sample the Dombeya wines of Haskell; five of
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shortly after I was invited by Kajsa to sample the Dombeya wines of Haskell; five of
them were tasted and you will find my notes in a post following up on this initial article.

Being surprised by the finesse and restrained style of their wines, which is right up my
alley, I simply had to find out more about Haskell and Dombeya. Grant generously took
the time to enlighten me and you will find his answers below.

Hi Grant! Tasting Dombeya's wines were such a great eye opener for me -
making me realize prejudices were holding me back from buying South African
reds. Since your wines are a totally new discovery for me I wonder if you could
tell me more about Haskell Vineyards/Dombeya, the people behind it and how
it all started?

Well, it's a bit of a tale. It all started in 1999 when I was playing golf on the European
Tour in Moscow at the Russian Open. I met a guy called Preston Haskell, we became
friends, and when I stopped playing at the end of 2004 we started a business shipping
Australian wines into Russia. Preston had purchased vineyards in Stellenbosch in 2002,
and began building a cellar in 2004. In 2005 he asked me to come on board as a partner
and I have been overseeing the running of it since.

At the start of 2005 we were fortunate to be in the right place at the right time when
winemaker Rianie Strydom became available. She had been the winemaker at Morgenhof
for ten years and was looking for a place to exercise her creative side, and it has turned
out to be a great match for us. It takes about ten years to become an overnight success
in the wine industry but we've made a great start and are making wines that we are
proud of, and perhaps more importantly wines that are making people sit up and take
notice of.

Do you own the vineyards yourself or do you buy in grapes on contract? 

We own the vineyards, and manage them ourselves. The exception here would be for

Grant together with Rianie
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We own the vineyards, and manage them ourselves. The exception here would be for
small volumes of Petit Verdot and Malbec that we buy in to make up the mix for our
Bordeaux blends, and for the Sauvignon Blanc that goes into the Dombeya range. 

What's the typical Stellenbosch soil like? Does it vary a lot in your vineyards?

There is a lot of variation across Stellenbosch, and especially so on the upper slopes of
the Helderberg range where we are located. The soil type across some of our vineyards,
and particularly the ones that are planted to Syrah, is integral to the character of the
wines. The Pillars and Hades Vineyards (Hades is yet to come into production) are
planted on sites that have a high stone fraction (mainly granite and sandstone) and so
far we are seeing that these sites impart a very individual aromatic quality to the wines.
They show a perfume on the nose that is quite feminine and have a lovely vibrancy of
flavor with characters that sit somewhere between the red and black fruit spectrum, and
which also show a pronounced varietal spice note as well. 

Some of the lower slopes have a higher clay quotient, and are planted accordingly, but
generally I would say that our site has low fertility and very good drainage. These factors
are a few of the reasons why our vineyards have the capacity to grow grapes that show
concentration and balanced flavor.

My immediate thoughts when tasting your wines were that these are mineral
driven one's. What do you strive for in your wines – how important is the
expression of a wine’s growing site? 

Expression of site should be the ultimate goal of any wine producer with the ambition to
make great wine. The greatest wines in the world all come from specific places, and the
rest of the wine producing world uses them as benchmarks by which to judge where

Châteauneuf du Stellenbosch!

Pillars Vineyard

barricas wrote...
If you knew me better (which is probably
fortunate for you that you don&#39;t), you
would know that I&#39;ve given up on the
varietal concept.

Niklas Jörgensen wrote...
You&#39;ll love this one Ingvar! Believe me.

Ingvar Johansson wrote...
I have never tried any high end Müller-
Thurgau but during sommer stays in Italy I
always make sure to get some m.t from Val di
Cembra. There used to be some grown in
Friuli but it was a while since I...
Continue >>

Niklas Jörgensen wrote...
And this was just a few stories...What strikes
me when digging in to this, is that Italian
producers seems overrepresented in these
cases.Just a coincidence or what?BestNiklas

Niklas Jörgensen wrote...
Hi Mats,Again, this is the ultimate way to taste
wine - paired with food and the winemaker
next to you! I believe many will reject these
wines at a classic tasting but they just need
the right...
Continue >>
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they are at quality wise. Cote Rotie for Syrah, Burgundy for Pinot Noir, Mosel for Riesling
and so on. In the New World we are by and large still working on identifying the best
places for growing certain varieties, still working on clonal selection, still working with
challenging the status quo and working out whether to rewrite it. 

More than most wine growing countries, South Africa is still a work in progress, which is
the exciting part of being involved in the industry here. South Africa's greatest wines,
the wines that will define its identity in the future, are undoubtedly still to be made, but
there are plenty of people working on that right now. There is a huge amount of
investment taking place in the South African wine industry and the sense of purpose is
tangible. Those of the new wave that are able to maximize the potential of their 'terroir'
the quickest will be first in the queue for recognition.

For me, the Chardonnay almost resembled a gently oaked Chablis and the
Cabernet had similarities with a modern Margaux. The Sauvignon Blanc,
although having some Semillon in it, sent me right off to Sancerre! South Africa
goes way back as a wine producing country. Since Dombeya are relatively new
on the wine scene I'm curious where you turn for inspiration. Do you consult
and listen to other South African producers or do you simply follow the
European regions we so intimately link with the grapes you cultivate at Haskell
Vineyards? 

We aim to make wines of restraint and power. Our goal every year is to achieve phenolic
ripeness at lower alcohol levels. So much of what we do in the vineyards is working
towards that goal, but you need to be supremely patient in this game as nothing
happens quickly, especially vine maturity and learning lessons. You get one chance a
year to make great wine, then a while later you look back on what you have done and
think, "Well, that was fantastic," or, "I might do that differently next time." It is the
nature of the beast when you are a wine producer.

In terms of modeling, we look around the world for inspiration and taste as widely as
possible in attempting to work out where our wines sit against their peers. It is the only
way to be honest about whether you are achieving your goals or not.

The Northstar leads the way!

When I'm sixty-four....
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Haskell, your marquee label, seems to have reached cult status in South Africa
already. Tell me more about the Haskell Vineyards Pillars Syrah! 

We started with the ambition of creating a world class wine brand. Obviously that doesn't
happen overnight, but you put systems in place for that to happen and keep working
towards that goal consistently. Last year, the first Haskell wines released found
immediate acclaim. The Haskell Pillars Syrah 2007 became the first South African wine
ever to win the Tri Nations Challenge against the best wines of Australia and New
Zealand, in the process winning the trophies for Best Syrah, Best Red Wine and Best
Wine of Show.

Then we also received 5 stars in the John Platter Guide 2010, one of only 41 wines in
South Africa to do so. Jancis has been saying nice things, along with plenty of other
critics so we seem to be doing something right. 

One can't mention Haskell Vineyards/Dombeya without discussing your
winemaker Rianie Strydom! I'm truly impressed by her wines and obviously
I'm not the only one. Tell me more about Rianie's background.

As mentioned, she was the winemaker at Morgenhof for ten years. She came with a lot
of experience making Cabernet blends, and this blend is her real passion. I think it
surprises her somewhat that the wines Haskell has become renowned for in its infancy
are made from Syrah but she has taken to the grape like a duck to water. I'm loathe to
ascribe a 'feminine' touch to her work but I think most people see a sense of restraint in
the wines Rianie crafts and in some ways the cap fits. At Haskell she has the artistic
freedom to make wines the way she see's fit and she does that without compromise.
She's a woman of her convictions.

Rianie Strydom

Pillars Vineyard
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Bordeaux (87)
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Vineyard techniques such as pruning, yields, green harvest to mention a few -
could you tell me a bit about the 'Haskell way'?

We treat all our vineyards the same, with great attention to detail, low yields and very
strict bunch and berry selection in the winery. We green harvest when necessary, but
the extent of that changes from season to season. We started with unashamedly
ambitious goals in that we wanted to be recognized as a maker of some of the finest
wines in South Africa and to do that you can't take any shortcuts. It took us three years
to get things to where we needed them to be in the vineyard, and therefore three years
to produce a Haskell wine. All the vineyards receive the same treatment, and every
grape the same attention in the winery.

How much vintage variation can I expect in your wines?

South Africa is no different to any country in that the seasons are not homogenous. And
already we see subtle changes from year to year, but fortunately for us the years since
we started in 2005 have been by and large very kind. There is a consistency about our
wines that we're very proud of as a result.

What's the ageing capability on the wines you produce? 

The Haskell wines are built to age longer than the Dombeya range. That said, I think it is
a little hard to make grand predictions about where the wines will end up this early in
our evolution. But the first Bordeaux blend that we made (2005 Dombeya Samara) has
evolved beautifully and just keeps getting better which is very encouraging.

How big is your annual production?

At the moment across the two labels we produce around 8000 cases (roughly 100 000
bottles).

What's your attitude towards biodynamical cultivation? Anything you strive for
- or at least minimal involvment of chemicals? 

I'm a fan of organic viticulture, and believe that having a healthy eco-system helps to
grow better grapes. We work on a minimal intervention approach- all of our vineyard
and winery waste is composted and goes back into the vineyards. We use an introduced,
natural predator program to control insect issues which saves us having to spray for a
number of potential problems in this area, and we'll continue to look at anything that
enhances our ability to maximize the potential of our vineyards.

I have some issues with the 'spiritual' component of biodynamics. If a wine producer had
to stand in front of a group of consumers and explain to them what is involved in being
'certified biodynamic' it would raise a few eyebrows. Cows heads with oak bark inside,
buried in the vineyard? Stag bladders filled with yarrow , buried in the vineyard? Horn of
a cow, filled with manure? To control weeds, apply the ashes from burnt weed seeds to
vineyards after they have been lightly sprayed with the urine of a sterile cow, after the
urine has been exposed to a full moon for six hours? 

Look past the dynamism of the word and its strength as a marketing term and a lot of
the practices involved seem to have little relevance to agriculture. It all makes a lot of
sense until you get to the proscriptive elements dictated by someone who formulated the
doctrine in the 1920's. 

Bordeaux (87)
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Burgundy (2)
Bürgerspital z. Heiligen Geist
(1)
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Cahors (3)
Calheta (1)
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Campania (1)
Canon-Fronsac (1)
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Chambolle-Musigny (1)
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Champoux Vineyard (1)
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Charles Smith (1)
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Chateauneuf-du-Pape (8)
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Coffee (1)
Colares (3)
Colchagua Valley (1)
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Condrieu (1)
Consumer law (1)
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Cork Defect (2)
Cornas (1)
Corton (1)
Cossart Gordon (1)
Costers del Segre (1)
Cote de Brouilly (1)
Cote-Rotie (1)
Cotes-du-Rhone (4)
CP Lin (1)
Craggy Range (1)
Crozes-Hermitage (2)
Cru Bourgeois (2)
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That said, there are some magnificent wines being produced under the banner of bio
dynamics. How much of that is owing to the 'organic' base to the philosophy and how
much to the bio dynamic preparations and applications is a debate that will rage on
forever. As the old saying goes, if you are a believer, then no proof is necessary.

When discussing South African wines, the issue of the burnt character that, in
my opinion, many wines are haunted by, never fails to be brought up. In your
case it is for me especially interesting since none of your wines are nearby the
burnt scent and that makes me wondering; what are you doing that so many
else aren't?

It is a really good question. The problem exists (but less so every year, in my
experience), and there is a lot of research going into finding the cause. Still, no-one has
a definitive answer yet. Some point to virus issues, given that leaf roll virus is a problem
in South Africa that other countries don't see to the same extent. I certainly used to
think that this was the case, but now I lean more towards it being purely related to
reduction, and therefore largely a wine making issue. 

Those rubbery mercaptan-like aroma's and flavors that you describe are often a telltale
indicator of reductive compounds, which I suspect are created in the wine making
process perhaps through ferments that are not seeing enough aeration. A well regarded
foreign winemaker has also suggested that it may be as a result of using dried yeasts
that have nutritional problems in South African musts.

As I said though, I think the issue is becoming much less common anyway. There is a
far greater awareness now after the criticism of the past couple of years, and given the
competitiveness of the commercial environment no-one wants to be a brand living with
such a tag.

Ironically, critics considers the burnt character to be a flaw, WOSA is looking
more and more into it, but the consumers in my home country seem to enjoy
the character a lot considering South African wine's popularity in Sweden. I
don't like it at all but that is my very own opinion. However, should we just let
the burnt notes be left alone since they obviously are appreciated by many?

I see it as a flaw. I also think that if South African wine is to be taken seriously and to
achieve its full potential then this needs to be eradicated. It can be overpowering on
some wines and can mask varietal characters and nuance in the affected wines. But if
people like drinking wines with such characters then good for them. There is plenty of
wine in the world, and something for everyone's taste. The bottom line with wine is that
if it tastes good to you, drink it!

Healthy leafs!

Crémant de Bourgogne (1)
Côtes de Castillon (3)
Dalsheimer Hubacker (1)
Daniel Schuster (1)
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Dao (2)
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Didier Dageneau (1)
DOC (1)
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Dom Pérignon (2)
Dom. Laurent Pillot (1)
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Dombeya Wines (2)
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Dr. Loosen (2)
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Etiketter: Dombeya Wines, Grant Dodd, Haskell Vineyards, Rianie Strydom, South
Africa, Stellenbosch, Wine importers

I'd like to visit Haskell Vineyards - is that possible?

Everyone is welcome. The cellar door is open Tuesday to Sunday, 10am- 5pm, but if
anyone is really interested in having a good look around then give us a call on +27 21
881 3895 or e-mail: infoathaskellvineyards.com. We also have a great restaurant (Long
Table Restaurant and Cafe') that is open Tuesday to Sunday for breakfast and lunch,
with an interesting range of imported wines on the list as well to offer something a little
different from the average fare.

* Photographs shown with the friendly permission of Haskell Vineyards 

** If you're a 'terroirist' then check out the map at Haskell's website, showing all locations and their soil. 

*** Part two of the story soon to be published as well, consisting of tasting notes on the 2009 Dombeya Sauvignon

Blanc, 2008 Dombeya Chardonnay, 2007 Dombeya Merlot, 2007 Dombeya Cabernet Sauvignon and the 2007 Boulder Road

Shiraz. 
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Lalande-de-Pomerol (1)
Lambrusco (2)
Langhe (1)
Languedoc (1)
Leacock's (1)
Lebanon (1)
Legendarer (1)
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Muskateller (1)
MWC (1)
Müller-Thurgau (1)
Nagambie Lakes region (1)
Nahe (6)
Napa Valley (5)
Nebbiolo (8)
Negociant (1)
Neipperg (1)
Nerello Mascalese (1)
Neusiedlersee (2)
New School (1)
New World (1)
New Zealand (12)
Newsletter (1)
Neyen (1)
Nicasia (1)
Nicholas Brown (1)
Niepoort (2)
Niklas Jörgensen (2)
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Nya Zealand (1)
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Off topic (2)
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Old World (1)
Olivier Bernstein (1)
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Organic wine (2)
Origo Wine (2)
Other (3)
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Patrick Valette (1)
Pauillac (6)
Pegasus Bay (1)
Peloponnesos (2)
Perdriel (1)
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Perrot-Minot (1)
Pessac-Léognan (11)
Peter Robertson (1)
Petit Verdot (1)
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Photographs (1)
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Pla de Bages (1)
Podere Sapaio (1)
Pomerol (13)
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Pouilly-Fumé (1)
Pousse d'Or (1)
Poängbedömning (1)
Premier cru (2)
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Premieres Cotes de Bordeaux
(3)
Prälat (1)
Pusseguin-Saint Emilion (1)
Pyramid Valley Vineyards (1)
Ratings (1)
Recept (11)
Recioto (1)
Recipes (2)
Resellers (2)
restaurang (2)
Retailers (19)
Rheingau (2)
Rheinhessen (4)
Rhone (12)
Rianie Strydom (2)
Ribera del Duero (1)
RidgeView Estate (1)
Riesling (32)
Rioja (2)
Robert Parker (1)
Robert Weil (1)
Roberto Cipresso (1)
Robertson (1)
Rosé (3)
Rousillon (1)
Roussanne (1)
Royal City (1)
S.A. Prüm (1)
Saar (3)
Sagrantino di Montefalco (1)
Saint Chinian (1)
Saint Emilion (21)
Saint Julien (6)
Saint-Estephe (2)
Salamino (1)
Sancerre (1)
Sangiovese (4)
Santorini (2)
Sauternes (9)
Sauvignon Blanc (3)
Screw-cap (1)
Sekt (1)
Sercial (7)
Shiraz (5)
Sicily (2)
Silvaner (1)
Single Vineyards (3)
Sirloin steak (1)
Skåne (1)
Soave (1)
Solera (2)
sommarviner (1)
Sorella (2)
sortimentsprovning (3)
South Africa (5)
South Australia (1)
Spain (1)
Spanien (3)
Sparkling wine (1)
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sprit (1)
Spätburgunder (12)
Spätlese (8)
Starkvin (4)
Stefan Erikssons Matstudio (1)
Steiermark (1)
Stellenbosch (3)
Super premium bottlings (1)
Supertuscan (2)
Sussex (1)
Svavel (1)
Sverige (2)
Switzerland (1)
Sylvaner (1)
Syrah (10)
Sämling (1)
Südtirol (2)
Tainted bottles (1)
Tannat (1)
Taxfree (1)
TCA (2)
Terrantez (3)
Terras do Sado (2)
The Signature (1)
Thomas Hensel (1)
Tiefenbrunner (1)
Tinta Amarela (1)
Toni Hartl (1)
Top lists (2)
Toro (1)
Toscana (8)
Traditional (1)
Transport companies (1)
Trilogia (1)
Trocken (2)
Trotjänare (1)
Tuscany (1)
Twitter (2)
Two Hands (1)
Tyskland (18)
tävling (1)
Uco Valley (1)
USA (8)
Valpolicella (1)
Veneto (1)
Verdelho (3)
Victoria (2)
Video (1)
vinartiklar (4)
Vinauktion (2)
vinblogg (3)
vinbutiker (2)
vinforum (3)
Vinhandlare (17)
Vinho Generoso (1)
Vinho Verde (10)
vinkritiker (3)
Vinlitteratur (4)
Vinodling (1)
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Vinprovning (5)
Vinsajter (1)
Vintage port (4)
Viognier (4)
Volnay (1)
Von Hövel (1)
Wachau (1)
Wagram (1)
Waipara (4)
Walla Walla (1)
Washington State (4)
Week letter (2)
Wein-Bastion (1)
Weingut Dr. Heger (1)
Weingut Klumpp (1)
Weinviertel (1)
Weissburgunder (1)
Willi Schaefer (1)
Wine and food pairing (1)
wine blog (1)
Wine geek (1)
Wine importers (4)
Wine labels (1)
Wine literature (1)
Wine shops (2)
Wine Spectator (1)
Wine writers (1)
Wineblogs (1)
Wineshops (4)
Württemberg (3)
Yalumba (2)
Yarra Valley (1)
Yarra Yering (1)
Zilliken (1)
Zinfandel (1)
Zweigelt (1)
Årskrönika (1)
öl (4)
Österrike (7)
Övrigt (1)
Ürzig (1)
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